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Pastor’s Message
“Yes or No”
Dr. Jeff Beebe
A journey of faith brings with it many a decision. It has always been such. As the disciples journeyed with Jesus
during his life and ministry, they often found themselves faced with impactful decisions, individually, and as a
group. Much of this had to do with their calling. As we read of the people of God throughout the Scriptures, we
find numerous accounts of the people of God wrestling, once again, individually, and corporately with impactful
decisions. Checking “yes” or “no” is ordinarily a simple response to something asked of us. “Yes or “no” decisions
are sometimes simple and sometimes not. The 80’s band The Clash shares the struggle in their song entitled,
“Should I Stay, or Should I Go.” Again, a journey of faith brings with it many a decision. More often than not, these
decisions are in response to what we have been called to be and what we have been called to do, individually, and
as a community of faith, as the people of God.
Thomas Merton’s prayer, which follows, is both individual and corporate and perhaps a prayer for us during this
time of transition.
My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain
where it will end, nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think I am following your will does not mean
that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. And I hope I have
that desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I know that if I
do this you will lead me by the right road, though I may know nothing about it. Therefore, will I trust you
always, though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and
you will never leave me to face my perils alone.
So many of you have asked me the “yes” or “no” question, would I consider staying? Before I answer this question,
let me introduce to you the process of discernment. As we were reminded in Merton’s prayer, our wrestling with
impactful decisions, both individually and together, are simply part of the discernment process.
Here’s a brief summary of what the Presbytery of Saint Augustine, in accordance with the Book of Order, has to say
on this “yes” or “no” question. Ordinarily, a transitional pastor may not be considered to become the next installed
pastor of a congregation he or she has served in a temporary capacity (Book of Order G-2.0504b). If the decision is
made to call a temporary pastor, the Pastor Nominating Committee prepares and submits to the Presbytery a full
statement of its rationale for requesting an exception. This statement shall include an affirmation that Trinity’s PNC
has conducted a full and open search for other candidates. The Presbytery, if satisfied that the PNC has done a valid
search and that the individual is the best candidate for the position then an exception would be granted with a 3/4
vote of the Presbytery.
And thus, here is the tremendous prayerful discerning task of Trinity’s newly elected Pastor Nominating Committee
(PNC), in coordination with the Presbytery, in order that a “yes” or “no” decision can be made.
So, during this time, might we be reminded of my current transitional task (to which I emphatically said, “YES”)
which has been, and will continue to be that of journeying with the members and friends of Trinity Presbyterian
Church of Palm Coast until such a time that the PNC presents your next installed pastor.
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Session briefs
At a Special Called Meeting on August 18, and its Stated Meeting on August 19, 2019, your
session,

 Approved a Congregational meeting for Sunday, August 25, 2019, for the purpose of
electing a Pastor Nominating Committee.
 Received new active members, Frances and George Sampson by Re-affirmation of Faith,
and Charles Ako-Addo, by transfer from First Presbyterian Church in Irvington, NJ.
 Noted the deaths of Deacon Joan Nelms on June 10, 2019, Glenwrick Elliott on July 12,
2019; Patty Yarotsky on July 17, 2019.
 Approved transferring the memberships of John and Ellen Bertolacci to St. Mark by the
Sea Lutheran Church in Palm Coast; also removing Claire Santuae and William Gould
from the active membership rolls, as they requested.
 Noted that Elder Helene Read has resigned from Session and the Nominations
Committee.
 Heard the report from the Finance Committee concerning income and expenses. For
the month of July and Year-to-date, expenses slightly exceeded income.
 Noted that 12 new Communion sets have been purchased for those serving Home
Communion, thanks to an anonymous donor.
 Appointed Elder Lance Alred to be the second session member on the Nominations
Committee, replacing Helene Read.
 Noted that new office hours at Trinity will be Monday through Thursday, 8:30am to
1:30pm.
 Approved a Resolution of Thanks for Helene Read for her willingness to serve many
years as an elder and deacon.

Jane Pellmann
Clerk of Session
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Finance & stewardship update
1 Peter 4:10-11 (NIV)
2019 Stewardship Notes.

Each of you should use whatever gift you have
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s
grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they
should do so as one who speaks the very words of
God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the
strength God provides, so that in all things God may
be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory
and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

Summer is rapidly coming to its end and fall
is near. Trinity has been blessed by the many
people who have provided their time, talents,
and gifts in the last 40 years. There is much
to look forward to in the next few months as
we anticipate cooler weather. Finance has
been working with the Financial Secretary,
Judy Grady, to develop an on-line giving capability. Early tests were successful so look for a
launch announcement soon. Committees will be asked to develop budget requests for 2020 in
October. The annual stewardship letter will be sent out in October with a pledge card to assist
Finance in preparing a budget for Session approval in accordance with the Book of Order.
Trinity will celebrate Commitment Sunday (receiving of pledges) on November 10 th as part of
the larger 40th Anniversary service. As we all work together to build on the legacy of those who
have gone before us, let us remember Trinity’s mission to be a worshiping, nurturing, and
serving community. Please contact a member of the Finance/Stewardship Committee to address
any questions regarding ways to give financially to Trinity. (Committee Members – Martha
Gioielli [Treasurer], Bob Settles, Del Smith, Mick Walker, Nick Jebbia, Bob Reid, Alison Reid,
Dr. Jeff Beebe, Judy Grady [Financial Secretary], and Karen Walker, Moderator.)
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Finance & stewardship update
July 2019 Financial Update. The Session and Finance/Stewardship Committee are committed
to providing regular financial updates to our members and friends. The following financial
information is for the fiscal year through July 2019.
Trinity Presbyterian Church
Summary of Revenue and Expenses through July 31, 2019
2019
2019
Budget
Actuals
General Operating Revenue
Operating Revenue
Pledges
$247,434 $156,260
Unpledged
107,000
50,144
Plate Offering
6,000
4,558
Total Operating Revenue
$360,434 $210,962
Other Revenue
Other Bank Interest
Facility Usage
Misc Operating Revenue
Columbarium Sales
Christmas Offering
Realized Gains/Losses
Total Other Revenue

$200
1,600
5,000
2,000
6,200
0
$15,000

$44
1,547
0
1,796
35
0
$3,422

Total General Operating Revenue

$375,434

$214,384

General Operating Expenses
Missions
Christian Education
Worship
Music
Comm & Promotion
Stewardship
Congregational Life
Facility Care
Insurance
Utilities
Office
Personnel
Presbyterian Commitments
Membership/Evangelism
Miscellaneous
TLC
Total Operating Expenses

$0
9,675
2,150
1,150
350
802
250
35,000
29,644
30,584
18,346
236,683
9,700
100
1,000
0
$375,434

$0
7,436
1,305
4,114
379
418
-1,424
16,017
16,833
18,938
10,924
142,550
5,367
-74
-503
-63
$222,216

Restricted Fund Revenue
Restricted Fund Expenses

$83,459
$74,199

Summary Year-to-Date (Actuals only)
Operating Revenue received less Operating Expenses paid
Restricted Revenue received less Restricted Expenses paid
Total all Revenue received less Expenses expenses paid

-$7,832
$9,260
$1,428

Key points:
- Pledges received to date are
better than budgeted.
- Total budgeted operating
amount needed per month is
$31,286. Total Operating
Revenue was $25,256 for July
and total Operating Expenses
for July were $30,683.
- Columbarium niches were
purchased in July.
- New insurance premiums in
place beginning
6/25/2019. Final Premium
Workers Compensation audit
for 2019 through 6/25/2019
completed and sent to
Amtrust. Premium adjustment
expected soon.
- Shelby monthly charge
increased beginning in July
based on increase in number of
records.
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Presbyterian women update

SEPTEMBER 2019 CIRCLE MEETINGS
2019-2020 Love Carved In Stone, A Fresh Look at The Ten Commandments
By Eugenia Anne Gamble
Lesson One: I am your God; You Shall Have No Others.
FAITH CIRCLE will meet on Wednesday, September 11th at 1:00 pm at the Church in the Kepler Conference
Room and Shirley Richards will be the study leader.
MIRIAM CIRCLE will meet on Wednesday, September 18th at 10:00 am at the home of Maudy Parker (45
Shinnecock Drive, 386-447-3863) and Jane Lippian will be the study leader.
REBECCA CIRCLE will meet on Thursday, September 19th at 10:00 am at the home of Judy Murgitroyde (80
Bud Hollow Drive, 386-283-5779) and Martha Gioielli will be the study leader.
MARY & MARTHA CIRCLE will meet at the Church on Wednesday, September 18th at 6:00 pm in the Kepler
Conference Room and Tracy Martin will be the study leader.

PLAN TO ATTEND THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S LUNCHEON SEPTEMBER 25TH
This is an invitation to all women of the church to join the Presbyterian Women for the quarterly luncheon on
Wednesday, September 25th at 12:30 pm in Mehaffey Hall. This luncheon kicks off the 2019-2020 year of
activities for The Presbyterian Women. The hostesses for this luncheon are members of Faith Circle and Mary
and Martha Circle. A freewill offering will be taken to defray the cost of the luncheon. Following a brief
business meeting, we will welcome our speaker, Clair Soria, who will speak to us on her survival in Belgium
during World War II and how she survived the Holocaust. She lives in Palm Coast, and is a piano teacher.
Everyone is welcome to hear Clair’s presentation. Our speaker should begin speaking at about 1:15 pm and
end about 2:15 pm. This is sure to be a very interesting presentation! In June, the free world celebrated the
75th Anniversary of the D-Day Invasion of Normandy. The eventual success of this invasion brought an end to
the German occupation and eventually World War II. Please join us, both men and women of the church, at
1:15 pm in Mehaffey Hall when this incredible presentation begins.



The next PW Team Gathering will be Wednesday September 4th at 10:00 am.



The Bible Study Leaders will meet with Dr. Beebe on Monday September 9th at 1:00am.
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Mission EXPO
Sunday, September 15th
The Missions and Social Concerns Committee will host our
local service missions in Mehaffey Hall following the 10:00 am
Worship Service.
Representatives from various organizations will be here to
explain their services and to answer any questions you may
have.
These missions receive financial support from us solely by
you Birthday Contribution to the Church Missions.
Please mark your calendar and join us as we celebrate our
participation in these vital community services.

The way to a brighter future
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Adult Mission Trip
Sunday, November 3rd- Tuesday, November 5th
Beth El Farmworker Ministry

Founded in 1976 to assist the Hispanic Farmworkers and their families
Poor nutrition has lasting implications. In extreme cases, poor nutrition can lead to physical deformities such as
Rickets and low birth weight babies. More commonly, poor nutrition leads to heart disease, anemia, diabetes
and high blood pressure.
The Beth-El Farmworker Ministry Hunger Relief initiative supports 500 to 700 families weekly with fresh
produce, dry goods, meats, and other essential products that promote healthy living. The main food distribution
occurs on Tuesdays from 9am to 2pm at Beth-El campus. Additional distributions occur through our mission to
farm outreach.
Our lodging and all meals will be at Cedarkirk Camp and Presbyterian Center in Lithia, Florida.

Schedule:

Sunday, November 3rd
1pm Depart from Trinity
5pm Arrive at Cedarkirk Camp
6pm Dinner and camp activities

Monday, November 4th

Tuesday, November 5th

8am Breakfast/Depart for Beth-El

7:30am Breakfast at Cedarkirk

9am-2pm Work at Beth-El

8am Depart for Beth-El

3pm Return to camp for rest and relaxation
6pm Dinner and evening activities
*lunch at Beth-El

9am-2pm Work Distribution
2pm Depart for home
*lunch at Beth-El

Price per person: $145 which includes all meals, transportation, and lodging.

For more information or for a registration from: email Brooke at brookeerintucker@gmail.com or call 386445-4757
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40 years Strong!
Only four ministers have been “called” to serve Trinity in its forty years: Rev. Dr. James W.
Tinsley, Rev. Dr. George O. Mehaffey, Rev. Dr. Jeffrey DeYoe, and Rev. Dr. Ron Watson.
There have been four interim ministers: Rev. Bill Love, Rev. Taylor Hill, Rev. Dan Graham
and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Beebe. Finally there have been nine assistant ministers or parish
associates. Trinity has been able to serve God here in this place because of the leadership
and hard work of these clergy. Each has brought unique gifts to further Trinity’s growth.
Worldly influences have made an impact on the community and sometimes hindered our
progress, but trinity remains the impactful spiritual center the Presbytery of St. Augustine
intended in 1979.
Thanks be to God for the gifts of our Pastors!
We hope to see many of these pastors at the 40th Anniversary service and dinner on
November 10th. Mark your calendar now and plan to come.
40th Anniversary Events – November 10, 2019
4:00 pm Worship Service – Trinity’s Sanctuary
Reception to follow – Fellowship Hall
6:30 – 8:30 pm Dinner – VFW, 47 N. Old Kings Road
Tickets on sale September 22nd – October 20th
Must be prepaid, no tickets will be sold at the door.
_____________________________________________________

Thank you to everyone who stayed after
Church August 18 for our Trinity family picture!
Special thanks to our wonderful, ladder-climbing photographer,
Elder Jennifer Kaczmarek and Elder Ken Mettler.
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40 years at Trinity
When asked about one positive, memorable experience at Trinity, the first thing that
comes to mind is the people and the pastors that we have had, and, the way they have touched
our lives. Each pastor, with their diversified personality, has had a positive impact on us and
our girls. The congregation, our church family, has truly been a loving family to us through
good times and sad times. We have experienced baptisms, Sunday School classes, Confirmation
classes, Bible School, Music programs, youth retreats, social gatherings, Brooke’s wedding and
5 immediate family memorial services. Through all of this, our amazing trinity church family
helped celebrate our joy and they have comforted us during our sadness. God’s love has been
truly felt through our church family here at Trinity.
We know that God led us to Palm Coast and to those first church meetings at the
Community Center. It is impossible to name just one experience as they have all worked
together to help us keep the faith and to feel his love through our church family closeness,
caring and hugs.
(Matthew 18:20 – ‘For where two or three come together in my name, there I am with them.’)
Thank you to everyone who has touched our lives and made our life thus far, a beautiful
journey.

Libbie and Bill Butler
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CAN YOU HELP THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE?
We are creating a video of pictures of the life and activities at trinity throughout our 40 years.
There are several areas where we have gaps and pictures are needed for any of the Messiah
concerts, choir concerts, bell choir, Trinity at work in the Resource Center and Family Life
Center, mission activities, Christmas caroling, church picnics, ice cream socials, Scout Sunday,
Montreat Sunday, Kirkin’ of the Tartan, etc. If you have any pictures please send to
trinityvision@cfl.rr.com or leave in the Visioning mail slot.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Coffee and Conversation

Coffee and Conversation will meet monthly, this is a new group meeting
monthly for widows/widowers for prayer, sharing and caring. Please join us!
In September, the group will meet on Wednesday, September 11th at 2pm at
Jane Lippian’s home. Please RSVP at 447-0870 if you plan to attend. Please see
the bulletin for monthly dates and times as these may change from month to
month.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Helping Hands
Helping Hands is getting organized! If you are able to help, please contact David Tiernan at
412-760-8576 or Paul Burkhart at 386-597-7388. Helping Hands is a group of men who
are willing to do small tasks in the home for our congregation. Please talk with David, Paul
or Jane Lippian for more details.
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******************************************************************************************************

Julie Wittmer
Tyler Gynizio
Bob Hay
Kathleen Jones-Mills
John May
Geraldine Melester
Al Rogero
Becki Sanford
Claude Williams
Thomas Clark
Carol Kaser
Cherie Gereau
Cathy Campbell
Verona Groom
Toni Leslie
Benjamin Beebe
Brooke Tucker

9/1
9/2
9/3
9/3
9/4
9/4
9/4
9/5
9/6
9/9
9/10
9/11
9/12
9/12
9/12
9/14
9/15

Edwin Millar
Tarrena Wadleigh
Summer Kleinfelder
Charles McCray
Millicent Peart
Nancy Jean Tiernan
Dan Boone
Edwina Tabit
Laura Towne
Barbara Davis
Bill Butler
Gene Johnson II
Logan Sedlesky
Ashley Jane Reynolds
Katelyn Rampersad
Barbara Slager
Juliana Choi

9/16
9/17
9/19
9/19
9/20
9/20
9/21
9/21
9/21
9/23
9/24
9/25
9/25
9/27
9/28
9/28
9/30
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FROM YOUR TPC LIBRARY

*** Do you have a book or two at home that belongs in our church library? Please return
them either to the office or to the library. There is a return book box on the book cart in the
Narthex as well.

***Free Books from Our Library – August 2019
We are in the process of purging/culling books from the TPC Library. These books are either
duplicates or they are no longer shelf worthy. Please check the list below to see if there are
any books that you would like to take for your own personal library. They will be in the
Narthex until September 9th.

Book Title

Author

Exploring the Parables
The Bible Speaks to You
A Word of Life
Exercises in Interpreting Scripture
Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible
The Message of the Bible
Struggling with Scripture
The Bible Speaks
The Story
Living Can Be Exciting
Rediscovering the Bible
Major Bible Prophesies
The Mighty Acts of God
It Was on Fire When I Lay Down on It
The Reader’s Digest Bible
The Day Christ Died
Nave’s Compact Topical Bible
Are You Nobody?
The Bible (1936)
Man’s Search for Meaning
Agenda for Biblical People
The Art of Living
A Layman’s Introduction to Religious Existentialism
The Story of Philosophy

Eugene S. Wehrli
Robert McAfee Brown
John Frederick Jansen
James Strong
William Neil
Walter Brueggemann, Et al.
Robert Davidson
Ted Miller
Aaron N. Meckel
Bernhard W. Anderson
John F. Walvoord
Arnold B. Rhodesi
Robert Fulghum
Bruce M. Metzger
Jim Bishop
Paul Tournier, Et al.
Viktor E. Frankl
Jim Wallis
Reader’s Digest Editors
Eugene B. Borowi
Will Durant
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2019 HOLIDAY FAIR QUIZ
Q. What is the date and time this year for the Holiday Fair?
A. Friday, November 22nd from 8:30am till 4:00pm.
Q. Do we need items for Closet Clutter?
A. Yes we do!
Q. Do we need Jewelry?
A. Yes! There is always a box in the Narthex at the Church.
Q. Are we going to have Baked Goods?
A. Absolutely, they are always a sellout.
Q. Will we be selling Books?
A. Yes, as well as games, puzzles and videos.
Q. What about gently used clothing, or even new, for our Boutique?
A. Yes and we certainly are in need of them too.
Q. Do we need volunteers?
A. YES!
Q. Can we bring items in now?
A. Yes, they can be brought to Pat Heads. You must call her at
(386) 246-3047 to set up a time.
Contact Sandy Boland for more information 445-5724
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Christian education & Youth update
As we start a new school year, I am reminded that the world around us is constantly changing. The only
constant we have in our lives is God. The world does change, the church does change, the way in which we
respond to God changes but God doesn’t change. He is the same today, yesterday, and tomorrow.
On Sunday, September 8th our two adult Sunday school classes will resume. The Disciples Class will be led by
Jef Amsbaugh and uses the “Present Word” as their study material. Our Book Study will be led by June
Carlson and will be studying “The Case for Miracles by Lee Strobel.” All materials are provided for all Sunday
school classes. Both classes begin at 9am and welcome both drop-ins and new visitors.
I have fielded some questions about educational opportunities for children, youth, and families here at
Trinity, so I wanted to explain our thoughts on faith formation. Years ago we had a Sunday school class for
each grade level, volunteers to teach each class and children in each class. In the 5 years that I have been
here, we have researched, tried, read, studied and prayed about how we can best help and guide children,
youth and families in the development of their relationship with God. The largest predictor of a child’s
participation in church throughout their lives directly correlates to the number of relationships the child
makes in their church. Faith is something that is experienced together; through sacraments, through
experiences and through love. The key word here is “together.” We want to bring families, grandparents,
singles and friends together to grow in faith. We want to give them the tools they need to continue faith
conversations at home, at work, and in the community.
On September 22nd we will begin “Connect 4” in the Fellowship Hall. This will be held every Sunday from
9:30am-9:50am and will include something for everyone. Our mission is to connect individuals and families
with God, the church, the community, and grow in their own personal faith journey. There will be something
there for everyone to connect with. Drop in when you can and make connections!
We will continue to offer Children’s Church during the 10am Worship Hour. Children are dismissed after the
Children’s Sermon and return by the last hymn. We cover the scriptures for the day and use older youth to
help mentor the younger children. This enables youth to be a part of the worship experience and also to have
a time to connect with scripture on their own level.
The Pumpkin Spiced Latte is already available at Starbucks and Dunkin, so we know that fall is just around the
corner! Our pumpkins are arriving October 12th and our patch will be open from October 13th-the 31st daily
from 11am-7pm. Be on the lookout for a signup sheet in the Narthex to sign up for a volunteer slot! This is a
great fundraiser for our youth, but also a great way to interact with the community.
Lastly, we hope you all will join us Sunday, September 8th at 10am for our Annual High School Youth Led
Worship Service. The youth have been working hard to plan a service that is full of reminders of God’s love
and God’s call for our lives. All are invited to a fellowship lunch immediately following the Worship Service.
“Where God guides, He provides.” Isaiah 58:11
Blessings, Brooke Tucker - Director of Faith Formation
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Sunday school classes
Resume Sunday, September 8th at 9:00 am

Disciple Sunday school class
This class is a Bible-based study group for adults using “The Present Word” as study material.
Starting September 8 the class will meet each Sunday from 9 to 9:45 AM in the Kepler
conference room across from the church office. Jef Amsbaugh is the class leader. All study
materials are provided free of charge to the students.
September’s Unit I is titled “God is Faithful”





September 8
September 15
September 22
September 29

God answers prayers
Bread from Heaven
God hears our cries
God forgives

1 Samuel 1:1-2:10
Exodus 16
Numbers 13:1-14:10a
Numbers 14:10b-23

October’s Unit II is titled “Responses to God’s Faithfulness”
November’s Unit III is titled “Faith Leads to Holy Living”
Please join us if your schedule permits.

Adult Book Study Class
The adult book study class will resume September 8, with June Carlson as our teacher. We will
meet at 9:00 am, in the library. The class is studying THE CASE FOR MIRACLES by Lee Strobel,
New York Times best-selling author. This book "investigates and demonstrates that God's
supernatural activities in the Bible as well as today are both credible and astounding". We
welcome anyone who has an interest in learning more about the miracles we have heard so
much about and many more.
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Here’s how you can receive the Trinity Times electronically:
1) Go to our website, trinitypresbyterianpalmcoast.us.
2) Scroll to the bottom of the page where it says “Subscriptions.”
3) Type in your email address.
4) Push the white “SUBSCRIBE TO POSTS” button.
You will then receive an email when the Trinity Times is posted.
The church works hard to keep us all up-to-date with all the goings-on here at Trinity
Presbyterian Church. If you have any difficulty, the church office can help. Call Dana or
Judy at (386) 445-4757. They can even arrange for the Times to be mailed to your home!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Trinity Presbyterian Church
156 Florida Park Drive
Palm Coast, Florida 32137
(386) 445-4757
www.trinitypresbyterianchurchpalmcoast.us

A Note from the Editor
Hi, everyone! I hope you enjoyed this issue of the Trinity Times! Thank you for all of your
content submissions and making our newsletter interesting and informative.
Please note: the deadline for content submission for the October Trinity Times is
September 18, 2019. Please send submissions to trinityoffice@cfl.rr.com. Thank you!
Judy Grady
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